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Do you have Dada in your life? 

DADA IN THE HOUSE showcases the history, inclusiveness 
and experimental nature of the Day de Dada Performance Art 
Collective with fun props, costumes, and documentation. It also 
recognizes the Staten Island venues where they have performed, 
many of which no longer exist. 


DADA DOMICILE is an installation of doll-sized Dada/Fluxus 
influenced furniture and household items. Artists worldwide 
and locally sent their work through the mail for this section. 


Experience Day de Dada! 


Day de Dada and the Longevity of Staten Island's Avant-garde 


Melissa West 
Director & Senior Curator 
Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art 


On a crisp autumn afternoon several years before the pandemic, 
I traveled to the steps of Borough Hall to join a diverse group of 
performance artists to prepare for an important voyage. We walked 
to the St. George Ferry Terminal, where we would begin a durational 
performance aboard the Staten Island Ferry. The Aprés Avant Garde 
Festival took place on October 1, 2017, and was facilitated by 
Day de Dada. The day-long celebration commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of the Annual Avant Garde Festival’s 24-hour event on 
the Staten Island Ferry on September 30, 1967. 


Founded by American cellist and performance artist Charlotte 
Moorman in 1963, the festival occurred almost yearly until 1980. 

It featured various experimental artists, including John Cage, Carolee 
Schneemann, Yoko Ono, and Nam June Paik. During the anniversary 
event, it was thrilling to be in communion with the history of 
performance art and to connect it to Staten Island, a place not often 
recognized for its contributions to contemporary art. While I had 
known the members of Day de Dada for several years prior, this 
event solidified in my mind their dedication to craft and community. 


This exhibition is an exciting foray into an enduring creative sub- 
culture within the borough. It explores the many ways we can preserve 
the grassroots and DIY nature of Day de Dada and share their work 
with a broader audience. Through archival video, costumes, objects, 
and mail art installations, we retrace Day de Dada’s history through 
the transient art scenes of Staten Island, recognizing the local venues 
and spaces that incubated their creative work over the past 20 years. 


DADA IN THE HOUSE encapsulates an ethos of community, connects 
the past and present, and carries forward the artistic lineage of the 
Fluxus art movement. The Newhouse Center is proud to create space 
for this project through the exhibition, this publication, and related 
public programming. We want to acknowledge the ongoing support 
of the Board of Directors of Snug Harbor Cultural Center & Botanical 
Garden; Caroline Diamond Harrison, Alice Diamond, and the Samuel 
I. Newhouse Foundation; the New York State Council on the Arts; 
the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs; and Staten Island Arts. 
Viva de Dada! 


— 


? Mark Semanchik / Michele Guttenberg / Viv de Dada & Milenka Berengolc ? Lydia Grey / Jim Jeffers / Cliff Owen / Jonathan Leiter 


Have a Dada Day! 
Viv Vassar 


I knew I wanted performance art to be part of my everyday life 
after taking performance art classes with Fluxus artist Geoffrey 
Hendricks at Rutgers. 


After college I tried to figure out how to work and make art at 
the same time but it wasn’t easy. I decided to combine my love 
of vintage clothing with live art happenings, so I quit my corporate 
job and opened a store called Hey Viv! Vintage Clothing in 

Port Richmond, Staten Island. 


The store had a section for vintage clothing and had large glass 
display windows where we put on poetry slams, art shows, live 
painting demonstrations, tattooing, dance, live music, and more. 
Everyone I met became possible collaborators as we brainstormed 
sculpture installations, deconstructed clothing displays, and Elvis 
video marathons. After closing the store in 2002, I wanted to 
continue generating an active network of performance and live art. 


Saturday. April 13. 2002, 4:30-6:30 pm 


Spatial Performers 


(Ongeriteg Brent: & Ocparrences) 


Also, in 2002, Michele Guttenberg and I took a trip to Zurich. 
We searched out places that were connected to the Dada art scene 
in the early 1900s and found that Cabaret Voltaire, the birthplace 
of Dada, was still an active artist space. While we were there we 
joined a parade of artists performing random Dada Happenings. 
I was inspired! 


Back in Staten Island, I planned a Day of Dada (Day de Dada) like we 
had experienced in Zurich. I sent out a call for performance artists to 
meet at the Muddy Cup on Van Duzer Street on Saturday, April 13th. 
The call asked for audience interaction, experimental pieces, short 
Fluxus actions, video, sound, and surprises. So many people showed 
up — it was a hit! People asked “When is the next one?” and thus 
Day de Dada became and continues to be a rolling, ongoing, 
participatory, experimental performance art collective. 


«Vivian Vassar (owner of Hey Viv-Vintage Clothing store) dressed as Cupid greets shoppers 
with Charles Sauss playing the accordian as they stroll along Port Richmond Avenue during 
the kickoff of ‘Love to Shop Port Richmond.’ 1998. (Staten Island Advance) 


ART PARADES on the 
Staten Island northshore streets! 
Stops along the way included 


VLEPO 
STATEN ISLAND MUSEUM 
TATTFOO 

ST GEORGE THEATER 
SHOW GALLERY 
ETG BOOK CAFE 
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? Mark Semanchik / Dada NY: Joanie Fritz Zosike & Robert Heiger / ie) ? Jim Jeffers / Mighty Men of Dada: Jonathan Borten, Jeremy Hill, Ray Vassar Semanchik & 
Electro Motif: Marguerite & Will Wyn / Ben Jacobs / Fabrice Arfi Louis Vassar Semanchik / Stefan Eins / Phoebe Blue 


My Day de Dada, in History and on the Streets 
Alan W. Moore 


I was present during the gestation of the Staten Island performance 
art project Day de Dada. Like any long-lived and successful 
collaborative art effort, the roots of Day de Dada are tangled 
and complex. First, about that name... 


Viv Vasser was trained as an artist at Rutgers, a school that was 
a hotbed of the Fluxus movement during the 1960s. Geoffrey 
Hendricks was teaching there; his brother Jon was a member of 
Guerrilla Art Action Group, the flying squad of the Art Workers 
Coalition from '69-'70, along with the volatile Jean Toche. 

Jean Toche lived on Staten Island, fortified against attacks by his 
neighbors. Jean, a Flemish expatriate from Belgium, was a ceaseless 
activist, and got on people’s nerves with his anti-racist agitation. 
Martha Wilson of Franklin Furnace always received Jean’s prolific 
mail art, enraged in many colors, posted from his island fortress. 


Fluxus? Dada? The paths chartered by the classic Dada movement 
of the post-WWI period wander far and wide through the savannah 
of modern and contemporary art, at moments disappearing in 
thickets but always resurfacing. It’s an obstreperous critter. Viv ran 
a used and vintage clothing store. Hey Viv! is now online, but during 
the '90s it was in a storefront in Port Richmond. She regularly 
opened her store to weird events in the window, turning the display 
area into a runway. The neighbors were tolerant. The weird, the 
peculiar, the out-of-the-ordinary gets a pass when political agitation 
wouldn’t. “Oh, those hippies!” 


After Viv closed her store, she decided to launch a performance 
art project. 


I took part in the first Day de Dada at the Muddy Cup, that memorable 
cafe with the bathtub by the doorway full of paperbacks free for the 
taking. The Cup staked a bold claim to tranquility in the Starbucks- 
paced coffeehouse business. 


For that year I made a cardboard homage to the bizarre paper architect 
Johannes Baader, a Berlin Dada artist who had a certificate of insanity 
which excused his excessive actions to the police. You see in this show 
a scrap imitating his “Dada Monument,” a cardboard bushel basket of 
vintage Dada propaganda. Our son, Taylor, stood by it in all solemnity 
that night, daring you to laugh. 


Among the numerous amusing and striking performances, 

I remember being loud, shouting emphatic vintage Dada slogans 

and smashing walnuts with a wooden hammer. Or trying to — they 
flew hither and yon, endangering the audience in a most satisfying way. 
Dada, you know, is nothing if not a disturbance. What was it about? 
Well, nada — Dada. 


TAlan W. Moore at the 2004 Day de Dada Parade 


Mary Campbell, my partner then, had a background in artists 
organizations in downtown Manhattan. At one point she and Viv 
conceived an astute cultural strategy. Other artists in the then-nascent 
field of social practice art used the same format: the procession. 
A Dada-themed parade, a kind of soft touch cuddly ball of the freaks, 
everyone dressed up strangely, some more than others. Bystanders 
could only gawp at the odd marchers on the normally empty streets 
of New Brighton. 


I drew on my scholarship* to give the march a pedigree. I paused 

during the parade a few times to show and explain the “Dada Family 

Album.” Following Dada expert Francis Nauman’s course instruction, 
I flipped through a notebook of pasted-up photos explaining about 
the Dada movement in Europe. You can see that portfolio here in 

this exhibition. 


The annual Day de Dada event mobilized many Staten Island artists 
who contributed their energy and ideas. Later iterations attracted artists 
from Manhattan. A performance group played Dada classics. 

The Austrian expat artist Stefan Eins came out. Before he founded 
Fashion Moda in the South Bronx, Stefan had hosted Lil Picard at 
his 3 Mercer Store in the "70s; then an elder, Lil had been a teenaged 
participant in the Berlin Dada movement. Later Jack Waters and 
Peter Cramer came, erstwhile directors of ABC No Rio and currently 
running an active performance art schedule in their Le Petit Versailles 
garden. They continued to come. 


As the years passed, the annual Day de Dada events expanded into 
curious, anomalous and truly interesting days of performance art, 
held in a diverse succession of indoor Island venues which have sadly 
proved to be fugitive. Dada is a flexible animal, and over the years 
DdeD has squeezed into the now-closed Vlepo Gallery, Club Cicada, 
Cypher Art Space, Martini Red, Show Gallery, Wave Street Gallery, 
Culture Lounge, Deep Tanks, and the still-extant ETG Book Cafe. 


TAprés Avant Garde Festival artists on the Staten Island ferryboat JFK in 2017 


Perhaps Mary and Viv’s biggest coup came in 2017, with the “Aprés 
Avant Garde Festival” aboard the 1965 Staten Island ferryboat JFK. 
This day of events afloat connected directly with an important legacy. 
It was the 50th anniversary of the New York Avant Garde Festival, 
a key annual venue for artist’s of the Fluxus movement beyond 
the Maciunas years. In '67 the festival, organized as ever by Charlotte 
Moorman, was held aboard that same boat. 


In recent years Staten Island Day de Dada has taken a strong turn 
in the direction of an aesthetics of care. Influenced by Milenka 
Berengolc’s work in Reiki, Day de Dada has used very unusual poetic 
and artistic strategies to turn collective poetic composition into 

an everyday therapeutic tool in public venues like Snug Harbor. Now 
with increasing collaboration from Staten Island’s cultural institutions, 
the Day de Dada ball, which Mary and Viv set rolling, is coming to 
rest for a spell in the museum. Here it is achieving the recognition 
it has long deserved; but static doesn’t suit the performance art of 
Staten Island Day de Dada. 


This project rolls on. See you next year! 


Madrid, July 2023 


* T researched a lot on Dada during grad school. My MA work on an obscure NYC dadaesque 
movement called Inje-Inje led in part to Staten Island, where poet Orrick Jones and the active 
social butterfly and restauranteur Peggy Baird had digs. That quote in the ferry terminal, 
“We were very merry,” comes from those early 20th c. days when the Island was a party scene 
as Greenwich Villagers fled their cranky neighbors to party all day and all night in remote 
rural places like the Spanish Camp. 
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What Does Dada Eat? 

Lyrics by Gary Moore 

CHORUS: 

What does Da Da Eat? What does Da Da eat? 
Can we solve the mystery? What does Da Da Eat? 
An amazing assortment of various articles 
Bubbles, bangles and beads 

Cakes and crustaceans, crumbled up newspapers 
Denizens of the darkness 

Earthworms and ether, edible weather 

Fragrant flowers and flora unbounded 


CHORUS 

Grass and glass and grime 

Heaters well past their prime 

Ink blots and ink dots and India tea 

Just about anything you might find 
Ketchup and kale and corn..wait, that’s not “K”’! 
Lots and lots of lots 

CHORUS 

Mustard and marzipan and meringue and moss 
Notes from a fridge, nonsensical thoughts 
Open cans or beans and okra 

Pearls and peanuts and pines 

Quizzling rabbits and porcupines 

Run, rabbits, run! 

CHORUS 

Strings and syrup and spaghetti 

Tin cans and tin foil and tomatoes 
Underwear that’s fun to wear 

Various off season vegetables 

Warm beer and soda, walrus blubber 

An x-ray may be needed after this 

Yams and yolks and bacon and grits 

Zero things does it not eat! 

What does Da Da Eat? 

What does Da Da Eat? 

Everything from A to Z 

That’s what Da Da Eats! 


Gary Moore / Joan Moore & Viv de Dada / 
Jonathan Leiter & A.D. Coleman / Viv de Dada 


? Mary Campbell / Delia Vassar Semanchik rides Mark Semanchik bike / Lydia Grey 
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ART RECYCLING & 
ART IN A VAN were 
part of the adventure, 
traveling to all the local 
art venues each month, 
with a creative project. 


7 ART RECYCLING at Art @ Bay ? “Tell me a story about riding in a car" / Viv de Dada, Jonathan Leiter, BOZO, Mark Semanchik / 
ART RECYCLING at Chateau de Dada 


? Rachel Jensen / Florence Poulain / Leslie Lowe / Sculpture by John Foxell 


? Louis Vassar Semanchik / Eileen Vassar & Tamara Wyndham / Barbara Lubliner / D. B. Lampman 


Ridicuposterous 
Word Game 


Score by 
Mary Campbell 


1. randomly select 
three cards 
2.make a word 


3. tell the meaning 
4. use it in a sentence 


Two Alices made 

their way around Staten 
Island (& Boston) 
drinking tea and playing 
the Ridicuposterous 
Word Game. 


4 Chance Cards by Mary Campbell / Murder Shadow Theater by Jonathan Leiter / Mary Campbell, 
Margaret Chase, Jonathan Leiter & Viv de Dada / Twisted Twister Game by Margaret Chase 


Always there for us whether 
we needed a performance 
stage, streaming venue, or 
walls for mail art. And so 
much fun to participate in 
their St. George Day events. 


oll 


? Transform Mail Art from Tara Verheide / Viv de Dada gives birth to Dada with Joan Moore / 
Leslie Lowe / Catherine Bennett / Phil Sanders / Jennifer Weigel 


Pitney 


t Allen Bukoff Fluxfest NYC 2011 live stream / Mark Semanchik assisted by Barbara Lubliner and Viv de Dada 
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The Day de Dada Art Nurses have performed “Ephemeral Procedures” 
throughout the country as well as at many Staten Island venues. 

A checkup of personal assumptions, by culling from alternative or 
folkloric medical procedures, and/or using love of absurdist methods to 
gain wisdom, by putting a twist on modern medical terms or procedures. 


Their goal is to help people explore 
creative potential, be receptive to their 
intuition, or see their mental/physical 
well being from another perspective. 


? Milenka Berengolc & Margaret Chase / Phil Sanders / Barbara Lubliner / group photo on Richmond Terrace + At Lumen photo- Kristopher Johnson / Lydia Grey 


Magic 8 Ball 
Score by Viv de Dada 


1. Hold the Magic § Ball carefully between 
your hands 


2. Think of a question, or a query, or 
something you have always wanted to know. 


3. You may ask your question outloud or 
whisper it to the Magic & Ball. 


4. Carefully turn the Ball over. 


5. Your answer will appear in the 
window at the bottom of the Ball. 


6. If you agree with the answer, 
that’s great! If you don’t 
agree, try asking again until 
you get the answer you want. 

7. Remember, the Magic 8 Ball 
knows everything but can 
tell you nothing. 


Er GED ree Cetin men 
A 
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t Art Nurses dance at Summertide- Be Yoga / Dream Inscription at iLand- Wave Street Art Gallery ? Margaret Chase / Milenka Berengolc / Barbara Lubliner 
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1? NYOBS / DADA NY / Melissa West & NYOBS / Marcy Freedman / Milenka Berengolc & Viv de Dada 


+ S97 ne fs 
TDADA NY / S.I. Dance Collective / Tamara Wyndham, Milenka Berengolc, Melissa West & Phoebe Blue / 
Mark Semanchik / Hilliard Greene 


GROW 
Score by Lydia Grey 


1. Fill a small pot with soil 


2. Run your fingers through the soil, 
think about growth and renewal 


3. Select your seeds (from a variety 
of seed packets) 


| 4. Examine the seeds, their shape 
and size, think about what they 
can accomplish 


5. Make a small hole in your soil, 
plant your seeds 


6. Receive the sprinkled waters 
7. Watch your seeds grow 


T Lydia Grey / Barbara Lubliner, Viv de Dada, Mary Campbell, Margaret Chase, Tamara Wyndham, 
Leslie Lowe, Lydia Grey & Milenka Berengolc 


Day de Dada Wish Sisters 
performances encourage 
participants to consider a wish 
that is important to them and 
then reveal it. There is great 
power in a disclosed wish, 

it begins an energy movement. 
A wish is a desire, connected to 
the heart and mind, conscious 
and unconscious. Thinking, 
writing, revealing a wish helps 
one to recognize themselves 
and prioritize their actions. 
Related to hope, wishes 
become a constant reminder 
of how life can be better. 


T Milenka Berengolc / WISH WALL at the Culture Lounge in the St. George Ferry Terminal 
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Dada Domicile 
Mary Campbell 


What would you put into 
your Dada Dream house? 


Dada Domicile was created 
through a mail art call requesting 
Dada/Fluxus inspired furniture 
and household items that are 
doll sized 1:6 scale (think Barbie). 


This exhibit was inspired by 
the many artistic doll houses that 
have been assembled over the 
years. Recent artists have used 
the form to create mini installations and for political expression. 
The form was traditionally not for children but served as furniture 
salesrooms, for educational purposes and as “art.” 

A recent New York Times article said that miniture home 
replicas are now becoming popular in China due to the loss 
of rural neighborhoods as “‘a way to reckon with a society 
that has changed at a dizzying pace*” 


Small living spaces satisfy voyeuristic impulses and our enjoyment 
of seeing small things at a scale that presents familiar objects in 
an unfamiliar way, stimulating fresh perception — put yourself 
in smaller shoes or be the giant. 


Dada Domicile has new versions of art inspired by the Dada and 


Fluxus art movements along with just wierd furniture and things. 


Thank you to the artists worldwide who contributed! 


*“Recreating a Bygone China, One Miniature Home at a Time” by Vivian Wang 
New York Times Aug. 19, 2023 


? Barbara Lubliner / Reid Wood / Pate Conaway / Joel Cohen / Adamandia Kapsalis / Jennifer Weigel 
«© Mary Campbell / Lulu Lolo / Fritz Demmer 


Artists who contributed to Dada Domicile- 


Helen Levin, Staten Island, NY 
Mary Campbell, Staten Island, NY 
DJ VS, Staten Island, NY 

Taje Crawford, Staten Island, NY 
Viv De Dada, Staten Island, NY 
Mark, Staten Island, NY 

Meg Graham, Staten Island, NY 
Emily Werzler, Staten Island, NY 
Diane Matyas, Staten Island, NY 
Fritz Demmer, Staten Island, NY 
Lenny Librizzi, Staten Island, NY 
Jonathan Leiter, Staten Island, NY 
Douglas LaTourette, Staten Island, NY 
Philip Sanders, Staten Island, NY 
Larry Schwabacher, Staten Island, NY 
Marisa Tornello, Staten Island, NY 
Kristi Pfister, Staten Island, NY 
Joel Cohen, Brooklyn, NY 
Meridith McNeal, Brooklyn, NY 
Brian Ellis, Brooklyn, NY 

Barbara Lubliner, New York, NY 
Ed Woodham, New York, NY 

Lulu Lolo, New York, NY 

Tamara Wyndham, New York, NY 
Miriam Bloom, New York, NY 
Mary Pinto, Sunnyside, NY 

Zach Rothman-Hicks, Sunnyside, NY 
Vera Tineo, Woodhaven, NY 
Patricia Dahlman, Lyndhurst, NJ 
The Dollar Store, Walton, NY 

Liz Klein, Westbury, NY 

Jonathan Stangroom, Waltham, MA 
Jane Wang, Watertown, MA 
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Sinclair Scripa, Ludlow, VT 
Katherine Ruiz, Raleigh, NC 
Rosalie Gancie, Hyattsville, MD 
Jennifer Weigel, MacPherson, KS 
Ray Vassar Semanchik, Fort White, FL 
Sarah Kolb, Fort White, FL 
Robert Matejcek, La Junta, CO 
Ruby Re-Usable, Olympia, WA 
Allen Bukoff/Janice Putman, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 

Adamandia Kapsalis, Chicago, IL 
Cathi Schwalbe, Chicago, IL 

Pate Conaway, Westmont, IL 

Reid Wood Oberlin, OH 

Kelly Courtney, Newark, OH 
Catherine Bennett, Columbus, OH 


Bibiana Padilla Maltos, Westminister, CA 


Nina Endl, Westminister, CA 

Skooter, Los Angeles, CA 

Joey AKA T Patrick, Oakland, CA 
Shelby Montevirgen, Pasadena, CA 
Karen Kaplan, Scotts Valley, CA 

Luc Fierens, Serravalle, Italy 

Elena Marini, Serravalle, Italy 

Leslie Lowe, Mexico City, Mexico 
Diana Magallon, Colima, Mexico 

Toan Vinh La, Montreal, QC Canada 
Susan Gold, Windsor Ontario Canada 
Virginie Loreau, France 

Dorothee Zombronner, Berlin, Germany 
Thorsten Fuhrmann, Huglfing, Germany 
Ann Kopka, London, UK 

Adam Blackshaw, Lyneham, Austrailia 


? Karen Kaplan /Krisyi Pfister / Pate Conaway / Adam Blackshaw /DJ VS / Bibianna Padilla Maltos 
< Ed Woodham / Tamara Wyndham 


Day de Dada since 2002 


We are grateful to the many places that have trustfully opened their doors to us 
over the years, especially considering the limited number of performance venues 


on Staten Island (listed in blue). 


2022 
“Yes And” Installation, 
Staten Island Museum, SI NY 
“Figment Festival” 
Snug Harbor, Staten Island NY 
“20 Day de Dada Years” 
Amira Cafe, Staten Island NY 


2021 
“AIOP: NORMAL” 
Art in Odd Places, New York, NY 
“Third Sunday Monthly Meetups” 
Online 
“Fluxfest 2021” 
Online 
“Tiny Bubbles” 
Callaloo Patch Comm. Garden, SI NY 


2020 
“Fluxfest CA 2020” 
Several venues, Los Angeles, CA 
“Fluxfest Hotel Dada 2020” 
Online 


2019 
“Day de Dada Conspirator(s)” 
Le Petit Versaille, NY 
“Dragon Mail Art” 
Exhibit and Performance Event, 
ETG Book Cafe, SI, NY 
“Fluxfest Toronto” 
Regent Theater, Toronto 
“Figment Festival’ Roosevelt Island, NY 
“Radiant Revelry” 
HONK Event, ETG Book Cafe, SI, NY 


2018 
“Dress Up/Show Off” Westbeth, NY 
“Summertide” Dance Event, 

Be Yoga, SI, NY 
“Ephemeral Procedures” 

farmers markets, Boston, MA 


2017 
“Apres Avant Garde Festival” 

Staten Island Ferry Terminal, SI, NY 
“Props and Costumes” 

Horrmann Library, Wagner College, SI, NY 
“Lumens” Artspace, SI, NY 


2016 
“Performance Forum” 

Panoply Performance Lab, Brooklyn, NY 
“HONK Festival” Cambridge, Boston 
Fluxfest performances 

Northwestern, Chicago, IL 
“West Fest” SI, NY 
“Lumen Festival” SI, NY 
“Grand Guignol” Wave Street, SI, NY 


2015 

“What Do You Wish” Culture Lounge, 
Staten Island Ferry Terminal 

“Lumen Festival” 
Snug Harbor Cultural Center, SI, NY 


2014 
MPA (month of performance art) 
Berlin, Germany 
PASI “WW 1 Truce event” 
Culture Lounge, 
Staten Island Ferry Terminal 
Cavellini Fest, NYC 
“BYOB (bring your own beamer)” 
Philadelphia, PA 
Fluxfest Chicago Cultural Center, 
Chicago, IL 
“Staten Island Reimagined” 
Deep Tanks, SI, NY 
Art on Division, Somerville, NJ 
“Tluminating Inquizitors” 
Lumen Festival, SI, NY 
“Word Tent” St. George Festival, SI, NY 


2013 
“Nevermore Evermore” OutLOUD, 
Unitarian Church of SI, SI, NY 
“Fluxfest” Chicago Cultural Center, 
Chicago, IL 
“Ancient Elements” 
CPG Gallery, Staten Island 
“Game Night” Deep Tanks, SI 
“Game Time” 
Art on Division, Somerville, NJ 
“Tluminating Inquizitors” 
Lumen Festival, SI, NY 
Illuminating Inquizitors 
Art at Bay, SI, NY 
ILand, Wave Street, SI, NY 


2012 
Fluxfest, Chigago Cultural Center & 
Center for Book Arts, Chicago, IL 
Outloud, The Big Read- Tom Sawyer, 
Brighton Heights Reformed Church, SI, NY 
“Transformation” 
Deep Tanks Street Festival, SI, NY 
“Transformation” 
ETG Book Cafe, SI, NY 
Fluxfest, Small Book Fair, PS1, LIC, NY 
“Wonderland” Figment Festival, 
Boston, MA 
Occupy Museums, the Armory Show, NY 


2011 
New Media Caucus, 
University of the Streets, NYC 
Fluxfest, Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Chicago, IL 
Marginal Arts Festival, Roanoke, VA 
“Flux Zig Zag” Fluxus festival, SI, NY 
“Wonderland” 
Staten Island Museum, SI, NY 


2010 
“Art Recycling Project” 

Art at Bay, SI, NY 
“Re-Art-Fashion” Fishs Eddy, SI, NY 
“Art Ina VAN” SI, NY 


“Figment Festival” Governors Island, NY 


“GLOW” 

Staten Island Museum, SI, NY 
Chateau de Dada open house, SI, NY 
Merzhalle open house, SI, NY 


2009 
COAHSI Awards Show (art nurses) 
CSI Center for the Arts, SI, NY 
“Figment Festival’ Governors Island, NY 
“Day de Dada Shop-o-Rama” parade, 
SI, NY 
“Transmutation 2010” 
Winkel & Balktick Production, Brooklyn, NY 


2008 
“Bridge the Gap” Alice Austen House, 
SI, NY 
“Figment Festival’ Governors Island, NY 
“Art by the Ferry” SI, NY 
“Six Events global Fluxus project” 
(Matthew Lee Knowles) 
Day de Dada Potluck, Staten Island, NY 
“Little Miss Big Mouth” 
CSI, Staten Island, NY 


2007 
“Peripherally Yours... With Love, 
SI, B.O.B. (Best of the Boroughs)” 
PS 122, Manhattan, NY 
“What Does Dada Eat?” 
Martini Red, SI, NY 
“A Place at the Table” 
Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art, 
Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY 
Assembling Magazine Performance Event 
ETG Book Cafe, SI, NY 
School Workshop AP Art History Class, 
Curtis High School, SI, NY 
“PARKing Day” SI, NY 


2006 
“April Fools Party” 

Cypher Gallery, SI, NY 
“Dada Baby Shower” Café ETG, SI, NY 
“Happy Birthday Dada” 

Le Petit Versailles, Manhattan, NY 
“Dada Birthday” 

Film Forum, Manhattan, NY 
School Workshops 

PS 16 and Curtis High School, SI, NY 


2005 
“Dada ID: Imagine Dada” 
Staten Island Museum, SI, NY 
“Love Me or Leave” Club Cicada, SI, NY 
“Day de Dada Film Fest: Film and Video” 
Muddy Cup, SI, NY 
“BYOA: Bring Your Own Art” 
Vlepo Gallery, SI, NY 
School Workshops 
PS 16 and Curtis High School, SI, NY 


2004 
“Journey to the Edge of Dada — 
Performance Art Parade” 
North Shore, SI, NY 
“Screen Squirts” Vlepo Gallery, SI, NY 
“Day de Dada: Independent Film Night” 
Muddy Cup, SI, NY 
“Made in Staten Island - 
Artist & Crafters Show & Sale” SI, NY 
United for Peace & Justice March, 
Manhattan, NY 


2003 

“Day de Dada: Part Deux” 
Muddy Cup, SI, NY 

“Last Ferry to Dada” 
Waterfront Festival, SI, NY 


2002 
“Day de Dada” Muddy Cup, SI, NY 


Day de Dada is a fluctuating group of artists using various mediums — 
interactive and staged performance, video, spectacle and installation. 
Over 100 artists have participated in events we have produced, 
joining us from France, Italy and from throughout the U.S. Work is 
often experimental, we place no style guidelines or rules, except 
sometimes an event will have a theme that artists are encouraged 

to use in their work. 


More info at www.DaydeDada.com 
Thank you to everyone who made this exhibit possible. 


Vivian Vassar (Viv de Dada) (curator) founder of Day de Dada, 
has organized and participated in performances at the Staten Island 
Museum, Figment Art Festival, Art in Odd Places, Fluxfest, Art 
on Division, and Lumen. 


Mary Campbell (curator) is an artist, performer, co-organizer of 
Day de Dada. Past exhibits curated include “Props and Costumes” 
Horrmann Library Gallery, Wagner College, Staten Island, NY; 
“Art Against Apartheid” exhibits at Riverside Church, NYC 

and Penn State University, PA; 2B Art Space, New York, NY. 


Lydia Grey (curator/video production) is an interdisciplinary artist 
and curator. She has organized national and international exhibitions, 
workshops, and artist exchange programs. Her most recent curation, 
The Future Is, has been shown at Raritan Valley College, Branchburg, 
NJ. She holds an MFA degree from Rutgers University. 


Mark Semanchik (Dada Domicile Structure Producer) manages 
the technical elements and creates props for Day de Dada including 
events at Lumen, Staten Island Museum, ETG Café, Le Petit 
Versailles, Westbeth, and Culture Lounge. 


Alan W. Moore is a cultural historian with an art history PhD 
from CUNY. His thesis “Art Gangs: Protest and Counterculture 
in New York City” came out from Autonomedia in 2011. Most 
recently he published “Art Worker: Doing Time in the New York 
Art World” (JoAAP, 2022). He lived on Staten Island from 
1988-2007, and presently lives in Madrid. 


Photography in this publication by Mary Campbell, Vivian Vassar, Lydia Grey, 
Arthur Miles Saylor II, Sharon Barnes, Taylor Moore, Delia Vassar-Semanchik 
and Kristopher Johnson. 


WORK IN THE EXHIBIT 


Dada in the House 


20 Years of Performance Art on Staten Island 


A.D. Coleman 


French Foreign Legion (Policeman) Hat / 


Dental Floss and Toothbrush / 
Makeshift Policeman’s Baton 


Alan W. Moore 
Dada Family Album 


Barbara Lubliner 


Cautionista Dress / Wish Wand & Box / 


3rd Eye Stickers and Eye Charts 


Catherine Bennett 
Cups and Marbles 


Chris Reynolds 
Milk Jug 


Fabrice Arfi 
Cheney T-shirt 


Florence Poulain 
Caterpillar Costume 


Helen Levin 
Colander & White Gloves 


NYOBS 
Rat Head 


Jim Jeffers 
Blue Tape Interactive Piece / 
Superhero Coverall 


Gary Moore 
Lyrics to What Does Dada Eat? 


John Foxell 
Sculpture 


Jonathan Leiter 
Mini Van Driver’s Burka 


Larry Schwabacher 
Mad Libber Vest & Hat 


Leslie Lowe 
Ready Whip 


Louis Vassar Semanchik 
Greeter Gorilla 


Lydia Grey 
Wagon & Wish Plants 


Margaret Chase 
Wish Beads / What Cliche 
is Your Condition In? 


Margaret Chase & 
Milenka Berengolc 
Phrenology Head & Cart 


Mark Semanchik 
CD Jacket / 
Dada Rocking Horse 


Mary Campbell 

Ridicuposterous Cards / Knitting / 
Wish Bone Package / Nurse Dress 
& Hat / Book of Remedies / 
Dream Inscription Map 


Michele Guttenberg 
Painted Eye Dress 


Milenka Berengolc 

Art Nurse Psychiatric Case / 
Art Nurse Umbrella / 

Wish Sister Skirt 


Philip Sanders 
Cart with Video Projection 


Phoebe Blue 
Gumby 


Tamara Wyndham 
Pocket Skirt with Cards 


Viv de Dada 

20 Year Tinsel Hat / BOZO / 
Bubbles & Wish Catcher Container / 
First Show T-shirt / Zurich T-shirt / 
Recycled Paintings / Alice Dress / 
Magic Eight Ball 


SNUG HARBOR ARTS STAFF 


Jessica Baker Vodoor, President & CEO 
Eric Hagmueller, Senior Director, Marketing & Brand Experience 
Martha Neighbors, Executive Vice President 


Melissa West, Director & Senior Curator, 
Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art 
Shawnakay Salmon, Arts Production & Gallery Manager 
Meredith Sladek, Marketing & Communications Manager 
Melissa Berube, Grants & Membership Coordinator 
Bryce Pennington, Arts Intern - Fall 2023 


Ray Herrera, Art Installer 
Amy Distler, Art Installer 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mark Lauria, Anita Laremont, Esq., Brian Laline, 
Alfred C. Cerullo, Ill, Nisha S. Agrawal, Ronald Altman, DDS, 
Molly Bruce Barton, Coleen Cahill, Kevin Chau, 

John P. Connors, Jr., John L. Esposito, Ishita Gaur, 
Patricia Ornst, Alexis C. Platis, Phillip L. Rampulla, 
Juidth Saltzman, 

Jessica Baker Vodoor (ex officio) 


DADA IN THE HOUSE is made possible through generous support from 
the Samuel |. Newhouse Foundation, the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in a de 
partnership with the City Council. This exhibition is also made possible 


by a DCLA Art Fund Grant from Staten Island Arts, with public funding ‘ 
from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs. 
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